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duties, avoiding sensual pleasure, and cheerfully practis-
ing the incomparable rules of virtue which have been
followed by such women as were devoted to only one
husband." " A widow who, from a wish to bear children,
slights her deceased husband by marrying again, brings
disgrace on herself here below, and shall be excluded
from the seat of her lord. She who neglects her former
husband, though of a lower class, and takes another of
a higher, becomes despicable in this world." Learned
pundits having affirmed that the re-marriage of widows
was not forbidden in the sacred books, the Government
of India passed a law legalizing it. But the sentiment
of the people is so strongly opposed to it that few have
availed themselves of the Act, and those who have done
so have been outcasted. But how different the case
with man! " Having kindled sacred fires and performed
funeral rites for his wife who died before him, he may
marry again, and again light the nuptial fire." * And
it is no uncommon thing for a widower to do so a few
weeks after the death of his former one. There is, how-
ever, this fact to be remembered, that his new wife being
but a child, it may be necessary for him to live alone
for years before she is old enough to join him.

The position assigned to the wife is one of entire sub-
jection, and, in order to ensure this, "a wife, a son, a
servant, a pupil, and a younger brother, may be corrected,
when they commit faults, with a rope or a small shoot of
a cane." This is generally accepted as right A servant
in my employ married a second wife, and expected the
older one not only to earn her own living, but to give
her wages to him, that he might maintain the younger one
in comparative idleness. Occasionally she resented this,
and was thrashed for her contumacy. On one occasion,
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